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REPORT OF THE CI 'JTZL ATROBATITICS BOARD
' 1 the
Investiration of an Accice“t Im ro‘lv.Lng Alrecraft
During & Tesu Flicgh

Donald Whittam was sericusly injured in an accident which occurred
. approximately one rile west-nortnwest of Turners Falls Airport, Turners
Falls, Massachusetis, about 3: 130 peile On Septe nbe_r,?gh 1943, Thittan

held a cWﬂ ot certificate itk sincle-engine land, 0—80 h.p.,
and auteire 80-450 h.p. ratings. He had accumulated uppl‘oklf.ﬁtﬁl v
2600 hours of solo flight time, of which over 1100 were in autogiros.

The aircrals, a PJ_tcm.rn PCA-3 hutopiro, NG 11612, owned by the U. S.
Departrient of hAgriculture, was extensively dangged. ' :
fhittan took off from Turners Falls Alrport at apprcgm tely
2:06 pem. for the ;mr‘poue of testing the alrercit which had been “n s‘bor—
age. - After several flights in and out of the L.,'.rport, the pilot- fiew -
ver Greenfield, ifcssc,chuse*t&, then descended to 300G fect above the
r'r'ound to wc@mlr.e the landing possibtilities of a fislid necr the Depart—
ment of Agriculture bhll&lnbu at Greenfield. He then flev nor'the;.s’r ang
Ccare down to just over tree tops -t simulate forest sprayin: operations,
for which the ajircraft wms to be used. Thile practicing this type of .
flying over a wooded peninsula in the Jommecticut River, the left land—
ing gear caught in secme power wires and a supperting cable. - The-air-
. c:r:aft veered sharply to the lel 't and dived into tress on uhe ,*;:ver bc.nk

The pilot stated, "I do not belicve there smas cny enzine or’ tmc—
, 'ture‘l failure but that the accident vas caused by my faj.lure .,0 s thase--*
~wires vwhile practicing spraying with the involved aireraft. -
“were supported by poles partially obscured from view by trees on the bank’
of the river., This aircraft carried a Certificate of Vaiver:of 4ir Trofe
fie Rules exempting it from mindrmn f1ight altitudes and 11:5 Op-a,ratlon '
: Recorm au thor:x.zed crop dusting and spraying.

The cause of this accident was failure of the pilot to Q_b's';{,-'rmef', e and
avoid an obstruction in his f1 “Lﬁt path. e
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